New regulations issued by ANRCETI in force

Today, February 17, 2009, once published in the Official Gazette and being approved by Administrative Board Decision no. 55 of 29.12.2008, the Regulations on Identification and Analysis of Relevant Electronic Communications Market and Designation of Providers with Significant Market Power entered in force.

The new normative act sets forth the methods and criteria for identification of relevant markets, the characteristic features of which justify the regulatory obligations imposed on electronic communications network and/or service providers with significant market power, as well as the rules to be applied by the Agency in conducting identified relevant market analysis and determining significant market power on a particular relevant market.

The Regulations also stipulates that providers designated in 2007 by the National Agency for Competition Protection as having significant market power on a particular telecommunications and informatics market shall be considered electronic communications networks and/or service providers with significant market power on that market, until another market analysis is conducted. 

In the nearest future, the Agency is planning to approve, pursuant to the applicable EC recommendations, the List of relevant markets to be subsequently subject to analysis for designation of providers with significant market power.

The Agency consider that applying the new regulatory tool is going to enhance competition promotion and the development of alternative providers, which will certainly bring about diversification of services intended for end-users, especially fixed telephony, broadband Internet access, multimedia services, etc. It will also offer the regulator the possibility to impose special obligations on providers designated as having significant market power, as required by the Law on Electronic Communications and the Regulations on Interconnection.
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